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On the Occasion of the International Women’s Day

                             The Arab-Dutch Women Organisation ANKV 

Held a Conference

                                  On 18 March 2017 in The Hague Themed                                

       "Arab and Dutch Women Rethinking Their Lives"
Event Objectives     :        

The objectives of holding this event were revealed in the ANVK President’s opening  speech Mrs. Tomador Hassoun. They are: 
1-To celebrate The International Women’s Day

2- To review and define the approaches of how to empower and support women in  The Netherlands as well as in the Arab countries to achieve their equal rights.

3- To highlight the critical conditions women live in war zones like Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya and Somalia where crimes are committed against them and laws have been changed to grant them less rights.

Speakers & Participants

1-Mr. A. Bellouki 

Speech Subject: Women in Morocco: Between Rights & Ambitions
Mr. Bellouki has a degree in law.  He has been a diplomat for 40 years. His last position was in the foreign Ministry of The Kingdom of Morocco as a Director of Protocol. He has been an Ambassador for 20 years. In April 2013, he was commissioned to be the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Morocco to The Netherlands. 

In his lecture on The Moroccan Experience on the Protection of Women’s Rights, Mr.  Bellouki has taken the audience through the history of women’s rights movements in Morocco and their achievements.  He displayed the tremendous changes, reforms and entities that greatly  improved the women’s status in Morocco since the advent of  women’s movement “Akhawat assafa” (Sisters of Purity) in the 40’s until now. 

He highlighted the importance of  certain dates and events that had great impact on pushing the wheel of reforms and adopting new laws supportive of women, such as the accession of Morocco to CEDAW (1979 Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women) and the budgetary-based gender inclusiveness law.

Moreover, Mr. Bellouki discussed  in details the gained rights for women in politics, work, education and family laws.  

He concluded his lecture by stating that  there is still quite a bit of work to be done specially in issues of women’s  employment, the high level of illiteracy and eradication of poverty to empower women to participate in public life and empowering the marginalized and vulnerable. 

2- Ms. Lyda Verstegen 
Speech Subject:  My Life with the Laws
Ms. Verstegen is a Dutch lawyer and a women's rights activist. She served as the 13th President of the International Alliance of Women (IAW) as well as its Chief Representative to the United Nations from 2010 to 2013. She was also the elected President for the same organisation at the Congress in South Africa in 2010. She is a former President of the women's rights organization “Vrouwenbelangen” in the Netherlands. She has also been Chair of the Appeals Commission for Personnel of the Ministry of Social Affairs in the Netherlands.

She was asked by the ANVK to speak about her personal experience with the laws that had a great role in the emancipation of women  in the Netherlands on the event of International Women’s Day. She gave details of the strides taken on the road of emancipation of women from 1894 until present time. As a result of the positions she occupied, she had impact on passing new laws related to education and career domains women previously were deprived from by law . According to her she “made all kinds of other suggestions that were accepted by the Minister”. To mention some of the rights she addressed in her speech: equal pay, birth control pill, child care, abortion, the right to vote for Dutch people who live abroad, gender discrimination and gender stereotyping.

At the end of her speech she expressed her gratification  for having a role in the Association for Women’s Interests, Women’s Work and Equal Citizenship, as well as 

the International Alliance of Women in which she served as the president.

3- Ms. R. Abu Gulal

Speech subject: Legal Challenges and Obstacles for Women in the Arab Region

Ms.  Abu  Gulal was born in Baghdad and grew up between the Netherlands and UK and pursued her education in both countries. She is an experienced corporate lawyer, co-founder of the Women Lawyers Group-Middle East. Her practice covers a broad range of corporate and commercial work. She is very active in various women development initiatives in the MENA region and a member of various UAE business groups.

In her lecture, Gulal recognised three sources of challenges that face empowering the advancement of women today. They are the political establishment, the religious establishment and the security conditions .
She commended some Arab countries achievements in terms of empowering women on several levels whereas she criticized other countries for not doing enough to empower women.  She also emphasised the importance of appointing female ministers  to achieve more advancements in legislating pro female family laws. 
The religious establishment represented by the clerics stands as an obstacle in the way of women empowering projects due to the religious misinterpretation of the goals of these projects. Furthermore, the security conditions in war zones represent the most complicated obstacle of recent times due to the war waged by ‘Islamists’ on Iraq and Syria where most of the laws that empower women were demolished even though Iraq had progressive  family laws since the 50’s. 
An important point raised by Abu Gulal as one of the major challenges that threaten women’s advancement  is women’s ignorance of their legal rights within the family codes. She gave an example of Saudi women who refuse change of laws to empower women and she associated that to lack of awareness of their rights and lack of empowerment projects.  She also concluded that despite the negative image of Arab women promoted by the mainstream media, many Arab women are empowered, successful in many walks of life and career paths and they are far from being oppressed.

In the last ten minutes of her lecture Abu Gulal opened the floor for discussion.  

4-Ms. W. Alhusainy

Presentation Subject: Changing Hats: a Scientist in the Morning, a Mother in the Evening.

Alhusainy a Jordanian-Dutch who  works as a Toxicologist for Shell in the Hague, she is an expert at assessing the risks of the chemicals on human health and advising on their safe use.

The Focus of Alhusainy’s lecture was on the way we make decisions as we move between different roles in life. She argued that the best decisions or solutions made are not necessarily those that are scientifically , socially or economically correct or best. Actually, this depends on the limitations and obligations each one of us has at the time of making a decision. To explain this, the speaker reflected on the challenge she confronts in her two roles as a mother and a scientist when she has to deal very consciously with chemical safety findings that she has concluded at her work as a scientist and she finds the same chemical that lacks safety in a product on her dining table or in the hands of her five-year old child. Alhusainy used  the chemical isopropanol present in baby wipes, the chemical bisphenol “A” present in cash receipts and baby milk bottles and the chemical hydroquinone in skin whitening creams as examples to explain her idea.

5- Ms. Shaza. Hayek & Mohamed Issa 
The Syrian singer Ms. Sh. Hayek, graduated from the Conservatory of Damascus with a degree in The Art of Oriental Vocal Performance in 2006, after she studied Arabic and Western classical music. She performed several times in the Damascus Opera House. She also performed in different countries such, Maghreb, Italy and Germany.

Ms. Shaza. Hayek entertained the audience with classical selections and popular ballads, singing them to the sound of the lute “oud”. The audience was impressed with her performance and charming voice as well as with the performance of the lute player Mohamed Al-Issa. The audience interacted with her with great enthusiasm and merriness.  

Mr. H. Tatanaki : Chair of the event
Mr. Tatanaki is from Libya. He Graduated from Durham University as a Geophysicist. Currently, he works at Shell Int. as Subsurface Data Manager. He has 8 years of experience as an instructor and a Public Speaker. Mr. Helmi Tatanaki is the President of a Toastmasters local club and an active member.
As the “spider in the web” of the event, he bounced in and out to welcome the guests, present the program, set the ethics codes of the event, introduce participants and finally to express thanks and conclude the event. 
At the end Helmi managed the Roundtable session. In this session, the audience had the chance to ask questions and provide comments to all the speakers.
Concluding the day 

At the end, the president of the ANVK thanked the speakers and organisers with flowers and gifts. 

Catering buffet + coffee and tea:  

The served Middle-Eastern lunch buffet was impressive and rich with taste. It included a variety of finger foods and desserts prepared by the ANVK members and the honour guests. It was a delightful moment for the guests and the speakers to share the lunch together. The jewel of the buffet was the cake prepared by creative Sarah Al sheik, the active member of the ANVK. The cake symbolized the theme and the logo of the day. Without the generous contributions of the active members, this moment of the day would not have been so special to everyone. 
Photos and recorded videos, event invitation card and photo pool
Photos that were taken during the event were posted on what’s Application of the ANVK group  and ANVK Facebook. Photographs and videos that were taken by the event photographer Ms. Samar Saila  and some by Ms. Inas al Masri Maes to be found on the website and FB that belong to the ANKV organisation. 
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